Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.113; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.1.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 12 H 11 NO 5 , contains two independent molecules with similar geometric parameters but different orientations of the phenyl rings. The molecular packing is stabilized by weak nonclassical C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Alenka (1982) ; Wang et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). first molecule as compared with the values of the corresponding torsion angles in the second molecule being -88.5 (4) and 95.3 (5)°, respectively. Furthermore, the bond lengths and angles also have some slight differences. For example, the bond lengths O3-N1 and O3A-N1A are 1.391 (3) and 1.376 (4) Å, respectively. As to the bond angles, the values of the angles O1-C1-O3 and O1A-C1A-O3A are 124.9 (3) and 123.3 (3)°, respectively. Bond lengths and angles in (I) are in agreement with those reported for a similar compound (Wang et al., 2006) . The structure contains rather weak non-classical hydrogen bonds of the type C-H···O involving the carbonyl groups (Table 1) .
To a stirred solution of benzyl chloroformate (3.41 g, 20 mmol) and N-hydroxysuccinimide (2.30 g, 20 mmol) in methylene chloride (20 ml) at room temperature was added dropwise triethylamine (2.90 ml, 20 mmol). After stirring for 10 h at room temperature, the mixture was concentrated under vacuum and the crude product was purified by column chromatography (petroleum ether-ethyl acetate, 4:1) to give the title compound as a white solid in 88% yield. Single crystals of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation of a petroleum ether-ethyl acetate solution (1:1 v/v).
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic) and 0.97 Å (methylene), with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for all H atoms. In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, the absolute configuration of (I) could not be determined. Therefore, Friedel pairs (1632) were merged.
Figures Fig. 1 . The two independent molecules of (I) in the asymmetric unit, showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level (arbitrary spheres for H atoms). 
